Multivisceral sarcoidosis: an unexpected finding in a water-related death.
Upon encountering a body submerged within or in close association with a watery environment, the temptation by the first responder may be to surmise that the death is probably an accidental drowning of some sort. The challenge, however, is to quickly move beyond such temptation, maintaining an open mind to other possibilities. Unearthing the circumstances surrounding a water-related death requires the collaborative efforts of groups of trained professionals including law enforcement officers, medicolegal death scene investigators, forensic scientists, and forensic pathologists. The forensic pathologist has the ultimate responsibility for the interpretation of all results arising from comprehensive autopsy and toxicological and other ancillary examinations within the context of all available investigative information, for the most accurate determination of cause and manner of death.A water-related death is presented in which investigation into the circumstances surrounding the death and ultimately comprehensive postmortem analysis lead to the discovery of multiorgan sarcoidosis and lack of supportive evidence of drowning. This in turn facilitated the proper classification of the manner of death as natural.